Product Design (Textiles) AS Year 12 at Keswick School Sept. 2014
Background

In order to get you starting to think about the course and so we can make best use of the teacher contact time in September, I would like you to complete the following bridging tasks over the summer.

First things first:
The AS course is divided into two units: 
Unit 1 
Materials components and applications – A written exam. 50%
Unit 2
Learning though Designing and Making. Portfolio of design and make projects – 50%
Full details of the specification and the assessment criteria can be found on the Keswick Textiles weebly site.

Independent learning course work for the summer

Initially this is an open ended brief, leading into research and then you are to design and make a textile product, this will be a bag based on a design idea or fashion trend/era from history, either the 19th and 20th Century.
Research Task 1
Looking at the 19th and 20thCentury history of fashion design through the decades, focus on 8-10 eras that appeal to you. Present fashion pencil sketches/drawings from each age.
Your pencil/sketched drawings should:
· Accurately represent the key features of the garments.
· Be very well annotated, you will need to investigate what sort of fabrics and decoration techniques were used at the time of focus.
· Aim to also, through your annotation and notes given an idea of your understanding of the social background of the times. 
What else was going on? 

What other factors could have been influencing the fashions? E.g. First or Second World Wars.  Mechanisation. The Industrial Revolution. Art deco, Arts and Crafts movement (William Morris) roaring twenties. May be look at social groups through the ages? Mods. Rockers, hippies, punks, cads, dandies?? 1950’s, Chanel, Dior. Mary Quant 1966, mini’s skirts……………………….
You are aiming to produce 2 A3 sheets of pencil fashion drawings, depicting a range of fashions through the decades. Annotation is very important and should feature all round your drawings on the page.
Don’t spend lots of time adding colour, if you have a water colour set (VERY useful – get hold of one of the holidays if you haven’t) maybe give your drawing a hint of colour, a colour wash.

Starting point:
I recommend a good place to start is You-tube, “fashion 1900-10” and go through the decades.

Get yourself to the local library, use the internet, carefully, avoid coping text directly. 
Examples of well laid out, detailed sheets can be found on the Keswick Textiles weebly site – have a look!

Research Task 2
Choose a particular decade that interests you.  Then produce a mood board. You may use images from history; maybe also include how modern day fashions have taken inspiration from history. 

I would like to see annotations on your mood board. Feel free to draw and work into it.

From your mood board you will then generate some design ideas and then go on to make a bag. Don’t worry too much about starting design ideas; I think there is plenty of work for you to do here.

GO FOR IT, I AM EXPECTING FABULAOUS WORK.

This work has been set on the understanding that it will be completed. At this stage it is not optional. We need to hit the ground running in September, this is your option and it’s time to show me what you are capable of.

The attached power point of slides will give you some idea of the kind of eras.
Have a great summer break!

Don’t spend all your time on these tasks, however be very wary of leaving this work to the last week?!

Mrs Jackson
